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STUDIES AT ENSA DIJON

SPECIALISATION IN ART

The Art department accompa-
nies young practitioners through-
out their academic experience.
Throughout the 5 years of study,
they should develop a personal
project of art research.

During the first two years, classes
focus on essential practices (in-
cluding drawing, sculpture, instal-
lation, sound, performance, image
and video). The artists teaching
at ENSA provide an interdiscipli-
nary education which seeks to go
beyond categories and disciplines
so that each student can develop
an original and independent pro-
ject. The aim is to allow students
to shape a complex artistic idea
which they then implement.

In this sense, the school is a place
of resource, experimentation and
exchange where knowledge and
practice are transmitted and
where the student experiences
are constructed in common. The
wealth of these cultural perspec-
tives affords our school’s gradu-
ates multiple professional choices.
Students have access to a wide
choice of traditional working
techniques (such as wood, earth,
metal, resin, thermoforming), in
addition to the most recent tech-
nological resources (like graphic
design, 3D, video, sound) and to
a theoretical support to frame
their contemporary knowledge
in historical and multi-disciplinary
perspectives. Throughout their
studies, students are invited to
events outside the school walls
letting them be confronted with
the reality of collective shows, an
introduction to cross-disciplinary
projects, to writing critical texts,
to visiting construction sites, to
encounters with visiting profes-
sionals, researchers or residents

ESIGN

coming from a scientific back-
ground or some other realm. This
exposure to diverse experiences
makes this specialisation fertile
ground for wide-ranging artistic
practices.

ENSA Dijon likewise offers greater
openness to the outside world,
in particular the international
stage thanks to its residency
programmes and internships cov-
ering the USA to China without
forgetting the African continent.
Internationally renowned artists
are increasingly invited by the
school to offer students their
unique testimony on the diversi-
ty of art scenes around the world.

SPECIALISATION IN DESIGN

A multi-faceted training open
to what the world is becoming

e L2 and L3 preparation for Bach-
elor Diploma (DNA): general train-
ing in design project, conception
and creation at all levels

e M1 and M2 preparation for
Masters Diploma (DNSEP): on a
topic freely chosen by the stu-
dent with emphasis on the chal-
lenges posed by the world today:
ecological transition (ecodesign,
biodiversity, attentive to the liv-
ing), inclusivity (democratic and
participative, intergenerational
solidarity, gender rights)

Design option in a national school
for higher education in art

« Teaching that encourages per-
sonal commitment and mutual aid
* Material and human resources
of a national school at the service
of student projects: small stu-
dent numbers, international ex-
changes, audiovisual technology,
photography, video, performance
and sound art lessons

« A poetic project nourrished by
the creative atmosphere of an art
school, a significant approach to
space, the pleasure of experimen-
tation

« Professional-led training: meet-
ings with professionals, intern-
ships, professionalisation classes,
partner projects, competitions
« Urban Mutations (MUUR): a Re-
search and Creation workshop
(ARC) and research programme:
partnerships, workshops, talks,
conferences, publications etc.

A training rooted in the real world

* A framework ensured by pro-
fessionals in design, architecture,
scenography, landscape

« Attention paid to currentissues:
ecodesign, social design, partici-
pative projects, tactical urbanism
* Projects in situ in collaboration
with actors on the ground: Voies
Navigables de France, Greater Di-
jon, Latitude21, Dijon Opera, Bur-
gundy Theatre, and associations
e Closer international links:
student and teacher mobility,
cross-workshops, talks and in-
ternational artist residences

« Speakers, presenters, work-
shops, visits to exhibitions linked
with the themes addressed over
the year.

2nd and 3rd year: general training
devoted to projectwork

* Project methodology and rep-
resentation of space (drawing by
hand and with 3D software, mod-
els and experimentation in volume
at different scales

« Continual experimentation us-
ing different technologies, mate-
rials, processes, theories

« Develop athemed personal pro-
ject: take part, conceive, repre-
sent, complete the project

« Awareness of materials, exper-
imentation and development

« Design at every scale: from ob-

ject to landscape by way of mi-
croarchitecture, public space,
interior space, the city, scenog-
raphy (exhibit, theatre)

« Teaching in design history and
theory: from 19th century to to-
day’s issues (ecology and biodiver-
sity, gender and inclusion, digital
and participatory)

« Professional immersion: intern-
ship lasting 15-30 days.

4th and 5th year: pedagogy cen-
tred on the student project

« Personalised support leading to
the DNSEP (research thesis and
personal project)

« 3-6 months of international mo-
bility and/or professional intern-
ship in the 4th year in France or
abroad

« Students choose and develop a
project on a subject rooted in the
contemporary world. In general,
the subject should focus on en-
vironmental, political and social
challenges faced by cities in the
21st century.

ECTS

Art schools are committed to the
process of European harmonisa-
tion in higher education leading to
the organisation of studies at 3
levels (Bachelor, Master and PhD)
and to the advancement and the
homogeneity of curricula within
the framework of the European
Credits Transfer System (ECTS).

These credits correspond to a
required amount of student work
(class attendance, personal work,
preparation for final evaluations
and diplomas, internships). One
credit corresponds to around
25-30 hours of work. Studies are
organised into semesters, each
representing 30 credits.

DNA (National Diploma of Art),
for those specialised in Art or De-
sign, corresponds to 180 credits
(level BAC +3).

DNSEP (Higher National Diplo-
ma of Artistic Expression), spe-
cialised in Art or Design, takes
place over 5 years and corre-
sponds to 300 credits (level of
BAC +5 and confers Master 2).

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Attendance at classes, ARCs,
workshops, follow-up workshops
and talks is required to validate
ECTS credits. Each teacher must
note absences and check with
Student Administration if they
are justified. In the case of se-
rious lateness or 3 non-justified
absences, a teacher can refuse
entry to the student. 3+ absences
may lead to the decision to invali-
date the semester. Attendance is
part of student evaluation. Each
teacher should clarify the rules
during their first class. Any ab-
sence must be reported to the
teacher concerned and the co-or-
dinator. Justification should be
given to the Secretary of Stu-
dent Administration. Repeated
absences must be reported to
the Student Administration and
the co-ordinator. First year stu-
dents are required to sign in at
Reception each morning. Pres-
ence at 4+ talks per semester is
compulsory for first, second and
third year students. ECTS credits
are allocated. In accordance with
national guidelines, grant recipi-
ents who are not present in class
risk losing their funding.

Class attendance is compulsory.
Any absence must be reported
to the co-ordinator and justifi-
cations given to the Pedagogical
Secretary in charge of Student
Administration.

Attendance at classes, ARCs,
workshops, follow-up workshops,
talks etc is one of the conditions
required to validate ECTS credits.

Any absence must be reported
to the teacher concerned and the
co-ordinator. Justification should
be provided to the Pedagogical
Secretary in charge of Student
Administration. Repeated ab-
sences must be reported to the
person responsible for Student
Administration and the co-ordi-
nator. Non-justified absence may
invalidate the semester.

First year students should sign
in at Reception every morning.
In accordance with national guide-
lines, grant recipients who are
not present in class risk losing
their funding.

ENSA

STUDY CONTRACTS

At the beginning of the year, stu-
dents complete a study contract
stipulating all courses they are
enrolling in for in that year. This
contract forms the basis of their
individual evaluation sheets. Any
changes should be communicat-
ed to the Secretary of Pedagogy
upon the agreement of the coor-
dinator and teachers concerned.

Each student personalizes
their study plan by putting into
place a project for art research:
by choosing project workshops,
ARCs, workshops, individual ap-
pointments with teachers and
talks. The study plan is made
formal through a study contract
that the student completes at the
beginning of each semester. This
document specifies all compulso-
ry and optional classes, the ARC
chosen and committed to attend.
It should be deposited at the begin-
ning of each semester at the peda-
gogical centre. This study contact
can specify personal objectives,
especially when a year is repeated.
Changes to semester classes are
possible with the agreement of the
teacher in question and the co-or-
dinator, as well as the Director of
Studies and International Rela-
tions. The new contact should then
be deposited at the pedagogical
centre. Individual evaluation sheets
are based on the study contract
for each student (see Evaluation).

EVALUATIONS

EVALUATIONS

Two types of complementary eval-
uation allow for the allocation of
ECTS credits and thus validation of
the semester: continuous assess-
ment and semester-end exams.

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

All teaching (classes, ARCs, work-
shops) is evaluated by teachers.
These evaluations draw on spe-
cific tests, individual appoint-
ments, individual or collective
works submitted (see fiches de
cours). They entitle students to
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ECTS credits. At the semester’s
end, teachers will complete an
individual evaluation sheet with
marks (0-20), commentary and
attendance, as a result of which
credits are assigned.

EVALUATION OF PLASTIC
AND THEORETICAL WORK,
OR SEMESTER-END EXAM

This exam, organised at the end
of the semester (except semester
6 and 10 completed with DNA and
DNSEP testing) is compulsory. It
leads to receiving ECTS credits.
“It is carried out in collegiality. In
particular it evaluates the choice
of work, its display, the maturity
of the student’s work at the end of
the semester” (Decree 8 October
2014). For a year of study, the hier-
archical presentation of all or some
of the semester’s work may be rel-
evant. The co-ordinator selects the
jury for this exam, subject to valida-
tion by ENSA management. Juries
are selected to prioritise diverse
viewpoints, and to that end should
comply to the following guidelines:

* 3-5 members including the
co-ordinator

« aim for equality, a 3-member
jury should include at least 1wom-
an, 2 women for a 4-member jury
and at least 2 for 5 member juries
« diversity of media, and at least
one theorist represented

e aim for porosity between Art
and Space Design

* wholeness of a jury at the same
evaluation

« different juries between first
and second years

The jury composition is posted on
the pedagogical boards at ENSA.

In accordance with the jury, the
evaluation will take place at the
time and place indicated in the
form of an oral interview around
a display of work and a table of
references (personal research
done during the semester, work-
ing notes etc). The duration varies
according to year:

« 1st year - 10-15 minutes

« 2nd year - 20 minutes

« 3rd year - 30 minutes

e 4th and 5th years - 40 minutes

ESIGN

The interview is generally car-
ried out in 2 stages: Presentation
and Q&A.

It should allow the jury to as-
sess the student’s evolution, com-
mitment to the creative field and
quality of their production, in par-
ticular their art or design work.
Exams are public, unless other-
wise requested by the student.
After the exam, the jury assesses
the work behind closed doors,
with the possible presence of a
pedagogical representative.

This evaluation is a separate
exam evaluated entirely inde-
pendently of the marks obtained
during the semester. It is not a sub-
stitute for continuous assessment
and represents one mark among
the others. An exam is based on
4 criteria (5 marks per criterion)
that differ according to the year.
Together the evaluations (continu-
ous assessment and semester-end
exam) are subject to validation
by ENSA management before be-
ing communicated to students.

PREPARATION FOR EVALUATIONS,
MOCK DIPLOMA, DIPLOMA

An exam or mock diploma is a
learning process that consists
in displaying work in places with
constraints similar to those in
cultural spaces. The co-ordinator
proposes a timetable with room
allocations to students, to ped-
agogy and to student life and the
international services. The co-or-
dinator unites the students to
discuss the timetable, the choice
of rooms and constraints.

Each student consults the
instructions for preparing the
exam or diploma and completes
the relevant document on GA-
NESH. Students will describe the
installation of their work specify-
ing material requirements (loan
centre, tools, picture rails, tables
etc), assistance requirements
(hanging, transport, wall or ceil-
ing installation). This process is
validated by the co-ordinator and
the building manager.

MISSING CREDITS

Students can make up missing
credits, as long as there are less

than 6, for certain semesters.
For admission to S02, S04, S08 it
should be carried out within a pe-
riod of 2 months following the se-
mester-end exam. For admission
to SO5 and S09, it must be done
before November. Missing credits
are made up according to condi-
tions defined by the teacher con-
cerned. Once credits are allocat-
ed, the student submits a missing
credit form signed by the teach-
er to student administration.

CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION

For admittance to SO3, SO06 and
S10 all credits of preceding se-
mesters must be acquired:

« 60 credits for admission to SO3
« 150 for admission to SO6

« 270 for admission to S10.

For the other semesters, at least
24 credits must be obtained.

FAILURE IN FIRST SEMESTER

When a student fails the first se-
mester (except SO1), permission
for repeating the year is subject
to ENSA management, following
advice from the co-ordinator and
teaching staff. If granted, the stu-
dent is encouraged to attend sec-
ond semester classes and to carry
out an internship in a professional
environment. If not granted, the
student can continue to attend
classes and use school equipment
until the end of the year.

REPEATING A YEAR

A student who failed first year is
not permitted to re-enroll (unless
exemption is granted by manage-
ment). Students can repeat only
one year during the course of a di-
ploma unless in exceptional cases
authorised by management. Stu-
dents should present their moti-
vations for repeating in an email
to management. When a year is
repeated, credits obtained are
carried over to the following year.
Nonetheless the student repeat-
ing a year is obliged:

* to be present at all research
follow-up sessions, hangings or
critical evaluations, individual ap-
pointments, theory classes and
foreign language classes and all

courses in which credits have not
been obtained

» to present semester-end exams
« to sign a contract specifying
courses to follow and credits to
make up.

INDIVIDUAL EVALUATION
SHEETS

Each teaching module is attrib-
uted with a number of credits
corresponding to the workload
that a student must undertake to
attain the required skills. Teach-
ers complete an individual eval-
uation sheet for each student in
which they receive a mark be-
tween 0-20. When the mark is 10
higher than a credit is granted.
When the mark is under 10 the
credits are withheld and the stu-
dent must sit a make-up test, on
the condition that they do not
have more than 6 missing credits.
These credits are granted at the
final evaluation.

EVALUATIONS
& RESIT CREDITS

Each semester is validated by an
evaluation. A jury is made up of
the co-ordinator for that year and
members of the teaching staff.
Any student that does not show
up for their evaluation will be given
the credits from courses attend-
ed, according to the assessments
of their teachers, but will not re-
ceive any credits from the jury.
Missing credits are made up ac-
cording to the conditions set by
the jury based on the justification
of the student.

When a student does not obtain
credits from classwork, he / she
should make up the missing cred-
its according to the criteria set
out by the teachers concerned,
within a period of 2 months fol-
lowing the final evaluation (ad-
mittance to semesters 2, 4, 8)
or in the month of November (for
admittance to semesters 5 or 9)
on condition that the student is
not missing more than 6 credits.

CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION

Admittance to Second Semester:
all credits must be granted to be-

gin semester 6 (second semester
of the third year) and semester 10
(final semester of the fifth year).
For all other semesters, a mini-
mum of 24 credits is required.
Admission to the next year: all
credits must be received for ad-
mittance into semester 3 (first
semester of the second year), for
all the others, a minimum of 24
credits are required.

FAILURE OF THE FIRST

SEMESTER

The student is permitted to at-
tend classes in the second se-
mester and is encouraged to do
a professional internship. Au-
thorisation to repeat a year is
subject to management, based
on advice from the co-ordinator
and teaching staff.

REPEATING A YEAR

A student is only allowed to
repeat a year once during his/
her degree programme (either
Bachelor or Master) except in
exceptional circumstances au-
thorised by management. In this
case the credits received will be
carried over to the next year.
However the student is under
obligation to be present at ses-
sions with their co-ordinator, for
their personal research project,
for hanging artworks or critical
evaluations, individual appoint-
ments, theoretical classes and
foreign language classes.

Students who have not validated
first year do not have the right
to re-enroll (except by exemption
of management). Only one oppor-
tunity to repeat a year is allowed
(unless management permits an
exceptional case). In the case of
a repeat year, acquired credits
are carried over to the following
year. Nonetheless the student
repeating a year is obliged to:

» Be present at research project
follow-up sessions, to hangings
or critical evaluations, individual
appointments, theory classes,
language classes and at all classes
for which credits are lacking.

« Be present at the end of se-
mester evaluations.

ENSA

DEGREE EXAMINATION
PROCEDURE

DNA

The final evaluation for the DNA
takes place at the end of the
3rd year.

Duration: 30 minutes

The final degree examination in-
volves the presentation of an art
project, accompanied by a selec-
tion of works and the presenta-
tion of a written work chosen out
of a selection composed during
semesters 5 and 6. In order to
present yourself for the DNA, the
candidate should have received
165 ECTS credits and be duly en-
rolled (matriculation fees paid).

THE JURY

Nominated by the school director,
the jury is composed of 3 people:
« Two external qualified profes-
sionals, of whom one will be jury
president;

e An ENSA teacher. One of the
jury members will have a social
sciences background.

DNSEP

The DNSEP is made up of two
examinations:
* The defence of a dissertation
lasting 20 minutes and taking
place in semester 10, at a time
chosen by the pedagogical team.
At the outcome, the jury drafts a
written report to be transmitted
to the DNSEP jury members.
e The defence of an artwork last-
ing 40 minutes and taking place in
semester 10. At the outcome, the
jury deliberates on awarding the
diploma taking into account the
report of the dissertation jury. It
awards 25 credits for the artwork
and 5 credits for the dissertation.
The 5-member DNSEP jury is
nominated by the school director:
1 representative from amongst
the school staff and 4 external
qualified people of whom one will
be from the dissertation jury. The
school director names one of the
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5 jury members as president.

The jury for the defence of the
dissertation is composed of one
representative from the school
and one DNSEP jury member. It
is presided over by someone hold-
ing a doctorate (who could be a
representative from the school).

In order to present yourself for
the DNSEP, the candidate should
have received 270 ECTS credits
and be duly enrolled (matricula-
tion fees paid).

ESIGN

FIRST YEAR

The first year, during which all
students follow the same curric-
ulum, is based on a wide range of
initiations into practices and theo-
ries as well as artistic experimen-
tation. It allows students to build
up a broad visual culture and leads
the student to develop research
methods and to acquire his / her

first tools in analytical approach.

The timetable is organised
around:

« Introductory courses (drawing,
painting, volume, graphic design,
photography and video), as well as
regular writing practice,

« General Culture courses (histo-
ry of art, aesthetics, photogra-
phy, video, plus installation and
political economics) and foreign
languages,

These are combined with, in no
particular order, lectures, work-
shops, trips and visits to exhi-
bitions and time devoted to the
personal project of art research.

At the outcome of semester 1,
an assessment allows us to meas-
ure the student’s progress and
to communicate the number of
credits this student will receive.
Admission to semester 2 depends
on obtaining a minimum of 24 of
the required 30 credits, on con-
dition that any missing credits
will be made up within a 2-month
period after the end-of-semester
evaluation. At the outcome of se-
mester 2, 60 credits are required
to enter semester 3. Students
who failed the 1st year are not
permitted to enrol again (except
for medical reasons authorised by
the management).

SECOND YEAR ART & DESIGN

In the second year, the teaching
syllabus and the specialisations
allow the student to choose a spe-
cialisation, resulting in the DNA
Art Diploma (level BAC +3).

The timetable is divided between:
« Practical and technical classes
(drawing, volume and installation,
photography, video, colour, sound,
casting) as well as regular writing
practice.

« General Culture courses (histo-
ry of art, the history and theory of
colour and photography, philoso-
phy) and foreign language classes
« Personal Research Project

« ARC workshops

The above are combined with, in
no particular order, the start-
of-year workshops, public talks,
workshops, trips, visits to exhi-

Enzo Bel, DNSEP Design 2023

bitions and time spent on the
personal project of art research
(personal work, sessions with
co-ordinator and individual ap-
pointments).

A professional internship is com-
pulsory. Lasting 15 days to 1
month, it should be carried out
in semesters 3 or 4 (2 credits are
granted in the final semester). For
those in semester 3, admittance
to semester 4 is based on a mini-
mum of 24 credits.

Making up missing credits must
take place within 2 months of the
end-of-semester evaluation.

For those in semester 4, ad-
mittance to semester 5 likewise
requires a minimum of 24 credits.
Missing credits should be made
up between semesters 1 and 5
before November. Admission from
semester 4 to semester Sis con-
ditional upon receiving 24 out of
the 30 required credits. Making
up missing credits should be com-
pleted during semester 5, before
mid-November.

THIRD YEAR ART & DESIGN

From semester 5, the student
must choose 4 practical and tech-
nical courses from amongst var-
ious options: painting, sculpture,
multiples, photography, writing
workshop, sound, video, art and
“cinéma du reel”, serigraphy and
digital printing.

Semester 6 is essentially de-
voted to preparation for the final
diploma examination.

All theoretical courses remain
compulsory during both semesters
(history and theory of art) as well as
the start-of-year workshops, for-
eign languages and ARC workshops.

The Personal Project of Art
Research of the student is built
around personal work, project
follow-up and individual appoint-
ments with teaching staff.

The student should assemble

a portfolio in semester 5 to be
presented when passing before
the following committees:
* Mobility Committee that vali-
dates internships abroad or se-
mesters in the Erasmus+ pro-
gramme of 4th year.

* Admissions Committee for the
Masters programme.

Admission to semester 6 is only
possible when you have received
150 credits from the previous
semesters.

The DNA sanctions the end of
undergraduate studies and the
acquisition of 180 credits.

Admission to the 4th year is con-
ditional upon:

* Receiving a DNA

» Favourable recommendation of
the Admissions Jury for Gradu-
ate Studies. This jury examines
results obtained during Bachelor
studies, the student’s personal
research project, the areas of re-
search undertaken by the student
in the context of writing a graduate
thesis, formal progress for the mo-
bility project (semester of study
abroad or internship in France),
portfolio, statement of intent out-
lining the student’s motivation to
carry out these studies at ENSA
Dijon. Based on the above, the jury
will evaluate the student’s suita-
bility to complete their graduate
studies at ENSA Dijon.

FOURTH YEAR ART & DESIGN

Both semesters in the 4th year
are devoted to:

» The development of the Per-
sonal Project of Art Research.

« A professional internship or se-
mester abroad

» Preparation for the final disser-
tation.

The dissertation should propose
an original and challenging idea,
taking the personal research of
the student into a wider theoret-
ical, aesthetic, literary or poetic
field. The progress of this work
relies on a well-structured and
methodological input. It will be
defined around regular appoint-
ments with resident teachers.
Particular attention is rightfully
paid to the artistic relevance of
the dissertation.

At the end of semester 8, stu-
dents choose a supervisor from
amongst the teaching staff, aca-

ENSA

demics and artists. The defence
takes place in semester 10.

OBTAINING CREDITS
WHILE STUDYING ABROAD

The student who takes part in
a semester of study as part of
the Erasmus+ programme must
validate their ECTS credits at
the host institute. On returning,
he/she should hand in a document
proving the ECTS credits to the
Secretary of Pedagogy to have
their semester recognised.

Admission to semester 8 is sub-
ject to a minimum of 24 credits.
Missing credits have to be made
up within two months after the
assessment.

Making up credits must take
place between semesters 1and 5
before November. After 4 years
of study, a student having 240
credits receives the CESAP (Cer-
tificate of Higher Study in Arts).

FIFTH YEAR ART & DESIGN

During semester 9, students con-
tinue to develop their personal
project of art research and fina-
lise the draft of their dissertation.

Semester 10 is devoted to
preparation for sitting the final
diploma evaluation.

The dissertation is submitted to
a defence during this semester.
The assessment of the DNSEP
takes place in June.

Admittance to semester 10 is
only possible once 270 credits
have been accumulated.

The 30 credits of semester 10
are granted once the final diploma
evaluation has been successful-
ly passed (defence of disserta-
tion and evaluation of art work).
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